strongly recommended. NORMAN 
HOWARD-JONES, The scientific background ofthe International Sanitary
Conferences 1851 -1938 , Geneva, World Health Organization, 1975 . During 1974 a series of six articles on this topic were published in the WHO Chronicle by the author, and they are now collected together and provided with a 'Preface' and 'Index'. The subject has never been dealt with before and Dr. HowardJones' book is, therefore, worthy of widespread notice. Moreover, a study of the conferences reveals a number of lessons of vital importance for present-day methods of combating disease. Clearly the author has based his work on very extensive research and includes a number of original contributions to the history of medicine. Thus he gives credit to Filippo Pacini (1812-1883), the discoverer of the corpuscle that carries his name, for his discovery in 1854 of the cholera vibrio thirty years before Koch, and he points out that this seems to be the first incrimination of the pathogen of a disease. The material throughout is well documented and well written, and there are excellent illustrations. This book may, therefore, be strongly recommended as a valuable addition to our knowledge of the history of public health and microbiology.
